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FOOD BANK OF DELAWARE’S LEGISLATIVE RECEPTION 2008 

To:        Members of the Delaware General Assembly 

From:   The Food Bank of Delaware 

Date:     June 5, 2008 

THE FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF FEDERAL FOOD ENTITLEMENT PROGRAMS THAT WOULD 
INCREASE THE AVAILABILITY OF FOOD TO THE CITIZENS OF DELAWARE AND WOULD NOT 
COST STATE GOVERNMENT MORE MONEY:    

• In the federal school breakfast program, Delaware is eligible to receive another 
1 million in federal dollars if Delaware reaches a participation rate of 60 of each 
100 children who are low income and are therefore eligible to receive a school 
breakfast.   

• Delaware does not have a school breakfast mandate.  Only 47% of Delaware’s 
children participate in a breakfast program. Delaware could reach another 5175 
children if 60% of the children who are low income were served, according to 
2005/06 figures. 

• Initiate a USDA Senior Farmer’s Market program, 40 states have one administered 
thru an Indian Tribal Government or state agency, Delaware is the only state East 
of the Mississippi without a USDA Senior Farmer’s Market, and federal funding is 
available. 

• The resources are available if Delaware chooses to develop a USDA WIC 
Farmer’s Market Nutrition Program.   The program is currently administered in 44 
states and Guam and Puerto Rico. 

• The USDA Temporary Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) is 
administered by the Food Banks in 43 states according to America’s Second 
Harvest. This delivery mechanism was used because Food Banks were found to 
be the most cost effective and efficient method to get food to the most people 
who need it. In Delaware, state resources of personnel and equipment are 
utilized, is this really the best use of money?  The Food bank of Delaware has 350 
member agencies that we serve through two warehouses, and a fleet of delivery 
trucks, to cover the entire state.  IRS and America’s Second Harvest mandate a 
national food bank inventory tracking and fiscal accountability system. 

• The USDA Food Stamp Program Improvements and Enhancements 
1. Delaware is  required to submit a corrective action plan due to the 

timeliness rate  because we fail to process expedited food stamp 
applications(emergency food stamps) in the required 7 day limit 

2. Delaware is ranked 45 out of 53 (lowest ranking) for high payment error 
rate 

3. Delaware is ranked 46 out of 53 (lowest ranking) for improper denials 
4. Delaware has 65% of the total people eligible receiving food stamps.  (An 

additional 35% should be receiving food stamps).  We are at the national 
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average and rank 25th in the nation.  Food stamps accounted for 
$70,175,479 infusion of funds for food into the Delaware economy in 2006. 

5. Of the 23 federal options that a state could utilize to assist people in 
qualifying for food stamps, Delaware is utilizing 14. 

6. For example in many states, as an individual applies for Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) they are automatically enrolled in the Food Stamp 
program.  The SSI requirements are the same as Food Stamps making this 
a natural fit.  Delaware has not applied to use this program yet.  (Please 
note that items 1 thru 6 are current figures from a recent visit to the USDA 
Mid-Atlantic Region Office.) 

7. Delaware has a 55% participation rate for individuals who receive Food 
Stamps who are considered to be working poor according to FY2004 
figures. 

• In Delaware, 25% of the children eligible for free and reduced price school 
lunches receive food in the summer.  If our participation rate reached 40% we 
could serve an additional 5,368 children and receive an additional $289,361, 
according to 2005/06 figures. 

• In Delaware’s implementation of the Child and Adult Care Food Program 
(CACFP) $9,509,261 in federal funding was brought into the state in 2006. 

• One example of successful utilization of a previously (Delaware was the only 
state that did not have one) federal food program is the Food Stamp Nutrition 
Education Program (FSNEP).  In 2002 the Food Bank of Delaware personnel 
began the process of investigating usage.  The process was then researched 
and developed for securing this funding.  This led to $203,783 in funding in 
2005/06, $206,783 in funding in 2006/07 and $210,438 in 2007/08.  This brings in 
$620,609 approved federal funding for Food Stamp Education over the last three 
fiscal years. 
 

Food Bank Programs: 

One of the programs provided by the Food Bank of Delaware is the Backpack 
program, wherein a child is discreetly identified by school personnel as needing food 
for the weekend.  A shelf stable backpack of food, the contents are planned and 
reviewed by our registered dietitian, funded by the FSNEP program,  is taken home by 
the child on Friday and brought back empty on Monday.  Private funders have been 
very receptive to this program.  To date, despite our repeated attempts, this program is 
not in any public schools. 

 


